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The group on last weekend’s Ben Lomond Descent. The ride is a new tourism venture
making the most of the trails that cross the mountain.

Stephanie Twining, of Launceston, far left, and, above, tour operator Ian Ferrier.

Ben Taylor, of Alice Springs, admires
Jacob’s Ladder.

‘It’s not all
downhill

as there are
a few minor

climbs involved,
but generally
it’s a bit like

being an
English
batsman

— more downs
than ups.’

Warm tops are recommended at the top
but are soon replaced on riders’ backs by
some attractive mud splats.

Whether veterans or first-timers, the
riders’ confidence grows the further down
the mountain they reach, culminating in
some exhilarating single-track sections that
feel like the blurred forest chase scenes from
Return Of The Jedi.

It’s not all downhill as there are a few

minor climbs involved, but generally it’s a
bit like being an English batsman — more
downs than ups.

‘‘I knew they did one on Mt Wellington,
assumed they did one here too so just
Googled ‘mountain bike Tasmania’ and this
came up,’’ said Ben Taylor, a 26-year-old
town planning officer from Alice Springs.

‘‘There’s a lot more trees and mountains
here so it is much more technical to what

I’m used to. But I’d recommend this to
anyone who has even a slight interest in
bikes and the outdoors.’’

Tourism Tasmania’s Steve Collins had an
alternative summary of the experience: ‘‘I
feel like a windscreen I’ve had that many
insects embedding themselves into my face
today.’’

Mr Ferrier said that since he set up his
Web site interest has rocketed with
international visitors, particularly from the
UK, making up much of his clientele.

‘‘I think it’s the combination of riding
downhill and getting a bit of speed up but
also enjoying the spectacular scenery and
views. You just get a bit more out of it than
if you did a bus tour,’’ he said.

‘‘And there’s still a lot more to explore up
there. I did some sections the other week
where you could not even ride up them in
granny gear.’’

The three hours it takes to complete
25km sounds even more sedate when you
learn that when Launceston Mountain Bike
Club staged its King Of The Mountain
event along the same route only uphill,
president Ben Mather completed it in less
than half that time.

But I bet he didn’t enjoy it as much.


